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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to UnderCover Reader, British Columbia’s province-wide Summer Reading Club for 2005!  This year’s theme is based on the wildly thrilling world of incognito spies and daring adventures of espionage – and at the library, there will be many topic secret missions to be had.
For all UnderCover Readers, the library truly is a realm in which one can become a Spy-in-Training!  Be prepared for secret assignments and topic secret fun as your library becomes headquarters for children who this summer may leave you shaken (but hopefully not stirred). 
This year’s Summer Reading Club manual has been designed to assist in the promotion, planning and preparation of the program in your community.  We have included resources such as letters, templates, activity sheets, booklists, and of course, program outlines for both preschool and primary aged children.  Use what you can and have fun in doing so.  We hope that these materials will help you in making this the best Summer Reading Club ever!
The Summer Reading Club is extremely honoured to have this year’s artwork designed by Kim LaFave who has become quite seasoned in illustrations for this program and who once again has truly captured the spirit of the SRC theme!

Materials for this year’s Summer Reading Club include beautifully illustrated posters, spy-gadget reading records, bookmarks, weekly stickers, completion stickers, and the ever popular rubber stamps (what would libraries be without them?).  There may also be an assortment of other handouts and/or available to give to the children throughout the summer.

You can choose the best way for your library to use the reading record.  Since one of the primary goals of Summer Reading Club is to develop a regular habit of reading, the reading records (or “reading log” – whichever you prefer) can be used to for keeping track of daily reading.  You can suggest a goal (for example, twenty minutes, ten pages, two chapters, etc.) or let the children determine their own reading goal.  For each seven days that the children read, they will receive a sticker and after seven weeks they can receive their completion sticker and/or get their reading record stamped and then receive their sacred Summer Reading Club medal.

The Royal Bank Financial Group is once again generously providing the completion medals for the children.  If possible, please drop them a note at the end of the program to let them know how much we appreciate their support.

This year’s program is much like the Summer Reading Clubs of previous years in which we use the “rule of seven” – i.e. seven weeks (plus one day) in the reading logs, seven weekly stickers, seven preschool programs, seven primary aged programs, etc.  In this manual, we have divided the resources into seven “missions” or sub-themes which correspond with the seven weekly missions outlined in the reading record.  These seven missions are:
Mission 1 (TRAVEL):  Secret agents zip off around the world at a moment’s notice. They need to be able to blend in so they can remain secret!  Read a book:

· about another country

· in a different language

· set in a foreign country

Mission 2 (SPYING/OBSERVING):  What do spies do? Spy, of course! Practice observing closely by:

· watching from behind a magazine, newspaper or comic book (don’t forget to actually read it!)

· read an I Spy, Look Alikes or search & find -type book

· read a book about an artist or a kind of art

Mission 3 (TECHNOLOGY/GADGETS):  Secret agents use technology and special gadgets to help them communicate, analyze info or spy. Sometimes they have to make their own gadgets! Read a book:

· about gadgets or science experiments (try one yourself!)

· about how things work

· in which the characters use science/gadgets/technology (Einstein Anderson, Science Squad, Boggart, etc.)

Mission 4 (LISTENING):  Spies listen well – they may have to eavesdrop on conversations or get assignments over the phone.

· listen to a book on cassette or CD

· have someone read aloud or tell you a story

· read some poetry aloud (yes, to yourself!) and listen for rhymes and rhythm

Mission 5 (HIDDEN MESSAGES):  Secret agents hide the messages they send to Headquarters—the other side wants to know what you know! Read a book:

· about secret codes and ciphers

· with secret words or messages (Rumpelstiltskin, Artemis Fowl, Graeme Base, Chasing Vermeer, etc.)

· about hieroglyphics or other special written languages
Mission 6 (DETECTION):  Spies are a lot like detectives—they have to gather clues and solve mysteries.

· read a mystery

· read a riddle or puzzle book

· read about how detectives work (forensic science) or a true life mystery (Oak Island, Sasquatch, etc.) or about real spies (WWII, etc.)

Mission 7 (DISGUISES):  Secret agents conceal their identity. Read about:

· disguises, costumes, masks, make-up, face paint, etc.

· optical illusions or animals that use camouflage

· someone who has a secret/hidden identity (aliens disguised as human, some fairy tales, Shredderman, Aslan, etc.)
Feel free to use what you can from this manual.  It is available for your inspiration and you can modify what you like to work in your library setting.  Please refer to The Summer Reading Club Manual published by BCLA in 1995 for general information about this province-wide initiative.  This year’s manual acts as a supplement of ideas relating specifically to this year’s theme.  Be sure to check previous year’s manuals for other ideas that you may be able to adapt to this year’s spy theme.
Besides this print manual, there are also the two Summer Reading Club 2005 websites which are great resources which we should all take advantage.

The URL for the children’s website is www.bcla.bc.ca/src.  On this website, there is an online game to play where children answer questions using the website and it’s links to discover the secret answers.  Children are encouraged to bring the completed entries of the web-game to their local library, therefore you may feel the need to prepare some prizes for these youngsters.  The URL will be featured on all print materials.

On the librarian’s website, we have included the “masters” (i.e. templates) section of this manual as well as tons of other information and files including things such as logos, images, slogans, and manual downloads.  These support materials are available to librarians and library staff who are involved in Summer Reading Clubs.  The URL for the librarian’s website is http://www.bcpl.gov.bc.ca/src/src_2005/download.htm -- you’ll be glad to discover this resource.
As you plan for the summer, please keep in mind the evaluation forms which you will be asked to fill out as the program winds up at the end of the summer.  We’ll be asking you the usual questions such as how many children participated, how many kids attended programs, etc.  In particular, we are always eager for comments, concerns, ideas, and suggestions for future Summer Reading Clubs.  We will try to take all of your comments into consideration when planning for future years.

Good luck with this year’s Summer Reading Club and have fun with all of your UnderCover Readers!
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