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PLANNING AND PROMOTION

We are including a few guidelines of what to take into consideration when planning and promoting your program.  A more detailed and complete guide, The Summer Reading Club Planning Manual, was published in 1995 by the British Columbia Library Association and contains a wealth of information that is applicable to each year’s programs.

Goals and Objective

What do you want to accomplish?

Of course, we all want to:

· Promote the summer reading club, which assists in maintaining their skills during the summer months

· Help children develop a life-long love of reading

· Encourage children and families to feel comfortable in using libraries and library resources

· Have fun!

Your library may also want to invite certain groups to use your library more often.  These could be preschoolers, young adults or families as a whole.  You may feel that you are not reaching certain members of your community such as First Nations people, disabled patrons or new Canadians.

You may want a higher percentage of your population to participate in, or complete, your programs.  You may want to increase the number of children in your community who have library cards.

Ideally, we would like all of these things to happen, but you must take specific steps in order for them to become a reality.  You must identify your specific goals, the steps needed to achieve these goals, and formulate a plan for their execution.

How can the goals be accomplished?

Ask yourself which specific activities will move you toward your goal.  Be specific.  How many children do you want to involve?  What age group is your target audience?  Are there particular community groups it would be advantageous to cooperate with?

What exactly has to be done and by whom?  As well, by what date does it have to be completed?  Make sure you include plans for publicity.  Ensure that you plan for space, equipment, furniture, supplies, materials and especially people.  If you are using volunteers, make sure that everyone understands when they are needed and what they will be doing.

Who in the community can help?

What other community groups can help you reach your goals?  What about businesses in your community?  Can they supply some of the materials you require for a particular program?  Can they supply incentive prizes as give-aways?  Would they be willing to supply munchies for your launch or closing ceremonies?

Optional Program Ideas
Initially, the Summer Reading Club targeted school-aged children who would often not think of coming to the library during the summer months.  For this age group, the program had proven to be quite successful and over the years various libraries have expanded their Summer Reading Clubs to include preschoolers and teenagers.  In addition to this, some libraries have also tried to accommodate children who go away on holidays by creating resources that they can take with them so they would not miss out on the program.  The following are a few ideas that might work in your library.

Preschool Read-to-Me Club

The Read-to-Me Club offers preschoolers the chance to participate in the Summer Reading Club, whether you offer programs for this age group or not.  Very often, the siblings of older club members and other preschoolers who visit the library want to take part in the fun summer programs.

Preschoolers of any age can join and the stories can be read to the child by parents, caregivers, siblings or anyone who can read.  This will help the child feel special as well as set them on the road to a life-long love of reading.

You have the option of distributing the official reading records to this age group or designing ones of your own.  If you design your own reading records, you may wish to have the parents enter the title of the book and who read it to the child (i.e. Title:, Read by:, etc.)

Libraries can add bookmarks, stickers, colouring sheets or anything they wish to the kit.

When the preschooler has completed the reading record, or at the end of the summer, stamp the reading record with a special stamp and award them a small prize or certificate.

This program can be offered alongside any preschool programs you may have during the summer or it can function as a stand-alone program.  If there are no other programs, it may be nice to offer a special storytime or wind-up party for this group of children.

Teen SRC Kit

Some libraries offer summer programs for their teenage patrons whereas other libraries would like but may not have the staff or resources.  

If you have teens that express an interest in the Summer Reading Club or who might enjoy completing it on their own at home, then a Teen SRC Kit might offer a solution.

This kit can contain things such as book evaluation or review forms, bookmarks, booklists of great teen titles, and lists of cool websites that would be of interest to teens.  Also, don’t forget to include a program evaluation form for the teens to submit at the end of the program.  The teens will surely have plenty of great suggestions to offer for the next Teen Summer Reading Club.

If you have a large number of participants in the program, you might want to host a special event at the end of the summer.

Take a Trip Kit

The Summer Reading Club is designed for those students who spend most of their summer at home.  Often however, children who will be away for part of the summer miss out on a lot of the activities and would like to take part in the fun.  Since we wouldn’t want to turn away anyone who is interested, a “Take A Trip” kit might be just the answer!

When children register for the program they receive a kit to take with them on holidays.  You might also like to offer this option to children who are not going away for the summer but can’t come to the library on a regular basis.

The kit’s contents will vary from library to library, but here are a few suggestions for you to package up in a large plastic zipper bag:

· Information sheet

· Reading log

· Bookmarks

· Set of stickers

· Activity sheets

· Booklists

· Lists of great websites

The information sheet introduces the child and parent to the program and covers all of the rules and regulations.  You might require that they read for a specific amount of time each day (for example, fifteen to twenty minutes) or a certain amount of books.  Otherwise, you could leave the decision up to the child and the parent.

Remember to register all participants prior to handing out the kits, as these numbers can be added to your statistics.

